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OKLAHOMA GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL FOR WORKFORCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
YOUTH PROGRAMS COMMITTEE  

State Workforce Youth Council   
Meeting Date:     August 7, 2020 

Meeting Time:     10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Meeting Location:   Virtual meeting via Zoom 
    https://zoom.us/j/96466418372 

 

AGENDA   
 

Welcome & Introductions                        Co-Chairs 10:00am – 10:10am 

Review of June 12 Meeting Minutes 

(Vote for approval)                 

Co-Chairs   10:10am – 10:15am 

Presentation on Oklahoma Youth 

Apprenticeship Readiness Grant 

Megan Scott, Oklahoma 

Department of 

Commerce 

10:15am – 10:30am  

Presentation on Build OK Strong Jaclynn Gray, AGC of 

Oklahoma 

10:30am – 10:45am 

Presentation on Hope Rising SEL 

program 

Carl McKenzie, Hope 

Rising 

10:45am – 11:00am 

COVID-19 Discussion and Committee 

Partner Updates and Discussion 

Co-Chairs 11:00am – 11:35am 

Old Business 

New Business 

Co-Chairs 11:35am – 11:45am 

Adjourn Co-Chairs  11:45am 

  

ATTACHMENTS  
• June 12, 2020 Meeting Minutes (Draft for approval) 

 

ATTENDEES 

Rhonda Mize, member Choctaw Nation 

https://zoom.us/j/96466418372
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Greg Hall, member Youth Advocate 

Joyce Jones, member Kiamichi Technology Center 

Kerry Manning, member Southern Workforce Board 

Karen Davidson, member Southern Workforce Board 

Lance Allee, member Oklahoma Career Tech 

Renee Sansom, member Oklahoma Department of Rehabilitation 
Services 

Robert Greenlaw, member Kimray 

Emmit Grayson, member Oklahoma Department of Commerce 

  

Amanda Burnside, guest Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse 

Megan Scott, guest Oklahoma Office of Workforce Development 

Megan Ellis, guest Boys and Girls Club 

Jaclynn Gray, guest AGC of Oklahoma 

Doug Taft, guest AGC of Oklahoma 

Jennifer Thatcher, guest OJA 

Yolanda Scott, guest Central Oklahoma Workforce Innovation 
Board 

Dr. Jerri Schoats-Stoutermire Eastern Workforce Investment Board 

H.L. Baird, guest Oklahoma Career Tech 

Jamie Hooper, guest Oklahoma Department of Rehabilitation 
Services 

Delonia Lowe, guest Lemoore Family 1st 

  

Darcee Simon, staff Oklahoma Department of Commerce – Office 
of Workforce Development 

  

MEETING MINUTES 
Welcome & Introductions 

At approximately 10:00am, Rhonda Mize began the meeting by welcoming members 

and guests to the virtual committee meeting.  She explained that she was standing in for 

the co-chairs to facilitate the meeting. 

  

Review and Approval of June 12, 2020 Minutes 

Rhonda asked the committee members to review the June 12, 2020 minutes and called 

for a motion.  Kerry Manning moved to approve the June 12, 2020 meeting minutes and 

Joyce Jones seconded the motion.  Darcee explained that a meeting poll would pop up 

to vote electronically for approval.  The poll includes options to approve, not to 

approve, or abstain from the vote (for guests and non-voting committee members).  
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With 100% participation in the electronic voting poll, the motion passed without 

objection. 

 

Presentation on Oklahoma Youth Apprenticeship Readiness Grant 

Rhonda invited Megan Scott from the Oklahoma Department of Commerce to share 

more about the Youth Apprenticeship Readiness Grant.  Megan shared her contact 

information and reviewed the five defining features of Registered Apprenticeship.  She 

shared that goals of apprenticeship expansion grants in Oklahoma have prioritized 

diversifying the pipeline of apprentices as well as the career fields available with target 

fields including IT, Healthcare, Finance, Childcare, Government, and Alternative Energy.  

The Youth Readiness Apprenticeship grant issued $42 million dollars to 14 states.  The 

grant’s goal is to increase participation of youth aged 16-24 years old in new or existing 

Registered Apprenticeship programs. 

 

Megan shared three main goals of the grant: 

 Establish a referral system for youth with barriers to employment to access 

apprenticeship opportunities through OKJobMatch and current agency 

partnerships 

 Create industry driven apprenticeship programs with stackable credentials that 

include pathways into Career and Technical Education and College 

 Create a communications strategy in collaboration with agency partners, 

education providers, and industry associations and their employer members to 

recruit youth into high quality apprenticeship opportunities 

 

Megan Ellis asked what primary system barriers are contributing to the challenge of 

having a more diverse pipeline of apprentices.  Megan responded that there isn’t 

necessarily a specific barrier but there are issues related to supported services such as 

transportation and childcare.  Mentorship is key component of apprenticeship, so it is 

also important to identify and established diversity within the pool of mentors for 

apprentices to see more examples of themselves in the work. 

 

Presentation on Build OK Strong 

Rhonda invited Jaclynn Gray with AGC of Oklahoma to share more about Build OK 

Strong (www.buildokstrong.com).  The new website is sponsored by the Association of 

General Contractors at the recommendation of their workforce development committee 

to promote career pathway exploration of careers in the commercial construction 

industry.  This project was developed in partnership with the University of Oklahoma to 

help students and job seekers build a professional profile, research and apply for jobs 

and training opportunities. 

http://www.buildokstrong.com/
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Presentation on Hope Rising SEL program 

Darcee shared that Carl was not able to make it to today’s meeting and she will work to 

reschedule the presentation for a future date. 

COVID-19 Updates and Discussion 

Rhonda invited committee members to share updates on challenges and new 

operational strategies they are working on to continue to reach their targeted 

customers in spite of COVID-19. 

 

Yolanda Scott shared that the Central Oklahoma Workforce Investment Board has 

started to deliver soft skills training to youth virtually via Zoom and she excited to see 

that and be able to continue offering services in that way post-COVID. 

 

H.L. Baird shared additional work-based learning resources available on the Oklahoma 

CareerTech website (https://www.okcareertech.org/about/state-

agency/divisions/work-based-learning).  These resources are available to students, 

educators, and business & industry stakeholders and include research on child labor 

laws, an implementation guide, and myths vs. facts. 

 

Rhonda shared that the Choctaw Nation is working on their virtual career expo that is 

scheduled and planning continues.  By offering the event virtually, it is available to all 

9th-12th grade students within the Choctaw service area which may be up to 3,000 - 

4,000 students as they are no longer limited by building capacity.  The biggest challenge 

right now is engaging vendors in moving to a virtual format.  Rhonda asked the 

committee members to send any potential vendors who may be interested in being in 

front of those students.  The event will have a learning track to support parents as well 

as students.  Information for the event is available at www.choctawnation.com/tribal-

services/education/career-development/expo. 

 

Lance Allee shared that CareerTech is working on a grant that may include funding set 

aside for high school equivalency that may be able to pay for 1,000 students to take 

their HSE exams each year for the next three years.  Megan asked Lance if they were still 

looking for places to become testing sites.  She shared that in partnership with DHS, the 

Governor has designated CARES dollars to set up Centers of Hope through 13 Boys and 

Girls Club sites that may expand to 30 sites statewide.  She suggested that offering HSE 

testing resources at those centers may be a great opportunity for further partnership. 

 

Old Business 

https://www.okcareertech.org/about/state-agency/divisions/work-based-learning
https://www.okcareertech.org/about/state-agency/divisions/work-based-learning
http://www.choctawnation.com/tribal-services/education/career-development/expo
http://www.choctawnation.com/tribal-services/education/career-development/expo
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Darcee shared that Steve presented the Career Ready Schools proposed Program of 

excellence at the July Governor’s Council meeting.  The proposal was well-received and 

the next step would be a letter of recommendation from the Governor’s Council to be 

shared with the State Department of Education. 

 

New Business 

 None. 

 

Next Meeting 

 Friday, October 2, at 10am 

 Oklahoma State University – Oklahoma City Campus 

 Business Technologies Building, 3rd Floor, BT304A 

 

Adjournment 

 Karen Davidson moved to adjourn the meeting and Joyce Jones seconded the motion.  

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:15am. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Darcee Simon 
 


