
“Students should know the variety of 
opportunities available and not just a few 

limited options. Oklahoma Works  
prepares individuals for a  

broad range of jobs. “
 

Dr. Cindy Koss
Oklahoma State Department  

of Education

What is a Career Pathway?
A career pathway is a series of connected education 
and training programs, work experiences and 
student support services. These connections expose 
Oklahomans, both young and old, to different career 
opportunities, create flexibility by having multiple 
points of entry and exit, allow for education and 
training experiences that are stackable, and link with 
social service resources to provide the support needed 
to reach their career and education goals. Career 
Pathways enable people to secure a job or advance 
in an in-demand industry or occupation. In Oklahoma, 
a regional partnership is formed to drive the creation 
of career pathway systems. These partnerships provide 
a forum for collaboration among industry, workforce, 
education, training partners and other community 
partners. 

How Career Pathways Emerge
Career pathways must emerge out of ongoing 
conversations: one with employers in the target 
industry, one with education and training institutions, 

and one with community partners to foster support for 
training and education.

Understanding Critical Competencies
Working with the business community, Oklahoma 
Works has identified the critical occupations 
throughout the state, as well as Oklahoma’s many 
educational, training and workforce programs. 
Regional partnerships meet to better understand the 
specific knowledge, skills and abilities required for 
high-demand occupations in reach region. 

Linking Education, Training and Business
Based on an understanding of what competencies 
are required for key industries, career pathways are 
built that link students and job-seekers to the training 
or educational resources needed to secure jobs in 
their region. These connections help students move 
seamlessly through pathways and ensure skills are 
developed that meet the needs of local businesses.

Building Oklahoma’s Future 
Workforce
The Role of Career Pathways

Join us in building Oklahoma’s future workforce.  
Learn more at  www.oklahomaworks.gov  

or follow us on social media at @OKLAworks 


